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CONCLUSIONS 


Was Balioen 
Probably Balloon 
Possibly Balloon 


Wes Aircroft 
Probably Aircraft 
Possibly Aircraft 


Was Astronomical “a La? 
Probedly Astronomical 
Possioly Astronomical 
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Your letter of 12 September, adirsssed to the -epertment of 
the army concerning a report of an unidentified asrisl object, 
has ~¢en referred to the Air Force for review and corment. 


4 Garerul study of your reports indicates that you cbserved «a 
selicn seen form of 4 metecrite, generally referred to as "*Solides’ 
or “firebelia*. EBetween the 9th and ijth of august the earth 
interes<esea a mstecric swarm called the rerseids. Faat axperience 
alth ~eteoric swarms of this aature shows that a larger number of 
meteorites, *shooting ssers", and firebdails are observed during 
tai2 period, 


Your deneripticon of the object ig so similar to a deseriptica 
of thease bodies given by a weil, known setroncwr that a partion is 
ailveo jere: 


"eee Majority of people newer see oce in their lifetime. 
Firebells differ from ordinary meteors in that they appear like a 
magnesium flare hurtling through the lower atmosapuere. They are 
predominantly arsenish in color, dut often have Diue, yellow or 
cronge tints intermixed. Unlike meteors which beccme visible and 
burn cut at high altitudes, fireballs *o not burn out in the air 
but generally persist until they cresh to earth, sometimes breaking 
into emaller sections and an array of sparks before doing so..." 


Your reporting of this incident to the authorities «nd the inter- 
est shown in the matter is appreciated. 


Sincerely, 
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Secretary of the Air Force 
ATTN: Major Tacker > 
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WASHINGTON 
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Dear Captain Hlwood: 


Inclosed, please f letter frool:. _——i ii i 
regarding unexmlained azriecl paenomena in the — 
Pennsylvania area, on 3 ani 10 September 1957 


>, ee - ; been advised of this refeorrel. 


Also inclosed is a letter Prom Mr. eae a oP 
Bakersfield, California reporting 2 Sighting of an Uniden 
lying Object. 


These ictters are forwarded to your Headquarters for 
possible investigation and/or evaluatic 


Sincerely, 
2 Inclosures | LAWRENCE J. TACKER 
Le Ler fr Major, USAF 
2. ite fr 3 Executive Officer 


Public Information Division 
Pice of Information Gervices 
Captain wallace W. Elwood, USAF 
Assistant Adjutant 
Air Technical Intelligence Center 
Wrignt-Patterson Air Force Base, Onis 
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